GEORGE THE THIRD
preliminary. But I should not propose this step, if it were not
absolutely necessary; where an absolute necessity exists, Wisdom
will teach us to submit to it with the best grace possible.
Reluctantly George yielded, and on March 20th North announced
in the Commons that his resignation had been accepted and that
a new Ministry was to be formed. Then after thanking the
House for the way in which they had always received him he
moved the adjournment for a week so that the King might form
a new Government.
Horace Walpole told the tale that the King and North parted
on bad terms. But like so much of Walpole's history this tale is
not true. Even when negotiating with North's successors the
King strained every nerve to ensure that his late Prime Minister
did not go into retirement unrewarded for the services which he
had rendered his country. He wanted the reward to be equal to
that which Sir Robert Walpole had received when he quitted
office; for none knew better than the King the real extent of
North's sacrifices in his service. When in the agony of mind
which resulted from the nomination of the new Ministry he
might have given way to recriminations George wrote a most
touching letter to North, in which he thanked him from the
bottom of his heart for his loyalty and service.
queen's house,
March 27^ 1782.
lord north—At last the fatal day is come which die misfortunes
of the times and the sudden change of sentiments of the House of
Commons have drove me to, of Changing the Ministry, and a more
general removal of other persons than, I believe, ever was known
before: I have to the last fought for Individuals, but the number I
have saved except My Bedchamber is incredibly few. . . . The
effusion of my sorrows has made me say more than I had intended,
but I ever did and ever shall look on You as a friend as well as
faithful servant. . . .
G. R.
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